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- Visitation

DID YOU KNOW:

Visitation is based on the best interest
of the child, but a court is required to
consider specific factors.

Read on to better
analyze your case.
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WHEN PARTIES CANNOT AGREE ON A
VISITATION SCHEDULE FOR THEIR
CHILD(REN), THE JUDGE MAY
CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING THINGS
IN MAKING A DECISION:

Note: Using the following factors as a guide, list the

facts in your situation that help or hurt your case.

e The age and physical and Mental condition of
the child, including:
o The ability of each parent to address
any  special  physical  and/or
psychological needs of the child.
o The opinion of the child’s therapists,
school counselors, or other

professionals seen by the child.

e The age and physical and mental condition of
each parent.

e The relationship existing between each parent
and each child, giving due consideration to the
positive involvement with the child's life, the
ability to accurately assess and meet the
emotional, intellectual and physical needs of the
child, including:

o Any indication of a substance abuse
problem by either parent, and the
status of treatment, if any, received for
this problem.

e The role that each parent has played and will
play in the future, in the upbringing and care of
the child.

The needs of the child, giving due
consideration to other important relationships
of the child, including but not limited to
siblings, peers and extended family members.

The propensity of each parent to actively
support the child's contact and relationship

with the other parent, including whether a

parent has unreasonably denied the other
parent access to or visitation with the child,
including:

o Each  parent’s  willingness  to
encourage each child’s relationship
with the other parent, siblings in
either household, and significant third
parties ( grandparents, cousins)

The relative willingness and demonstrated
ability of each parent to maintain a close and
continuing relationship with the child, and the
ability of each parent to cooperate in and
resolve disputes regarding matters affecting
the child, including:

o The ability of each parent to set
appropriate limits and discipline
effectively.

o The willingness and ability of each
parent to shield each child from
“adult” conflicts with the other

patent.

o Recognition of nontraditional
holidays that are special to the parent
or child.

e The reasonable preference of the child, if the
court deems the child to be of reasonable
intelligence,  understanding, age and
experience to express such a preference;

e Any history of family abuse or sexual abuse,
including:

o Any indication of abuse or neglect
of the child, by either parent, or by a
current spouse or person sharing the
home of either parent.

o Any indication of Domestic
violence by either parent against the
other, or by or against a current
spouse ot person sharing the home
of either parent.

e The practicality of the visitation considering
the parties situation, including:

o The school and day care schedules
of each child.

o The extracurricular activities of each
child.

0 Medical, dental and psychological
appointments of each child.

o The distance each child would travel
for visitation.

o The availability of transportation to
each parent.

o The work schedules of each parent

o Balance of school days and holidays

e Such other factors as the court deems

necessary and proper to the determination.
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